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Jo Ann Davidson*

e just celebrated
our 10th anniver
sary. Not my be
loved hubby and me but
ATS. During a retrospective
sponsored by Drs. Norm an and
Leona Gully, in their m ountain
hom e near Southern Adventist Uni
versity, several o f us who had been
involved in ATS since its inception,
praised G od for His evident blessing
and determined anew to uphold the
truths o f the Seventh-day Adventist
Church with all the clarity and con
viction the Holy Spirit instills in us.
While perusing the walls o f books
the Gulleys use in their teaching at
the university, I saw a title that inter
ested me— Finding God, by Larry
Crabb, Jr." I flipped it open and was
intrigued immediately:
“Let me tell you why I wrote this
book. I have com e to a place in my
life where I need to know G od better
or I w on’t make it. Life at times has a
way o f throwing me into such blind
ing confusion an severe pain that I
lose all hope. Joy is gone. Nothing
encourages me.

“Perhaps the m ost
important lesson I learn
as I go through dark sea
sons is this: there is no escape in this
life from pain and problems. I can live
obediently, practice spiritual disci
plines, and claim my identity in
Christ, but problems still continue.
“The rhetoric w e’re all used to—
‘just trust the Lord, pray more, get
counseling, follow G od’s plan more
carefully’— must give way to the
reality o f finding God.
“I wrote this book in response to
the desperate cry o f my heart to
know G od better. More than before,
I am convinced that G od yearns to
be known by us far more than we
want to know him, and his great
work in us is to increase our passion
for knowing him until it is stronger
than all other passions. Developing
that passion in our hearts is a long,
difficult process to which G od is
* Jo Ann Davidson is a wife, mother,
and Assistant Professor of Theology at
the Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary in Berrien Springs, Michigan.
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relentlessly committed. The way is
hard, the road less traveled than oth
ers, but the journey is worth it. G od
is immeasurably good, and he can be
trusted!”

happy, were often miserable— pres
sured and discontent, not liking
God, themselves, or anyone else.
“In our search for explanations,
we discovered that w ounds from
childhood are deep, and that time
does not always heal. The normal
activities o f community— going to
church, studying the Bible, praying,
and working in the food pantry—
don ’t provide a sufficient remedy.
Beneath cheerful fellowship, many
people suffer desperate loneliness,
bitter self-hatred, and a chronic
awareness o f not measuring up that
only gets worse with increased
efforts to do right” (p. 15).

Fondness for Self
I knew immediately that I had
found a book that was not merely
feeding my theological hungers, even
though I thrill to study theology. Nor
was it a book o f pastoral counseling,
on which Crabb had written earlier.
Instead, this book described a spiri
tual journey in which Crabb found
God through a wrenching experi
ence: While he was in church on a
Sunday morning, his brother was
killed in a plane crash.
The further I read, the more I
identified with his struggles and res
onated with his frustrations. I found
myself nodding in agreement when
he described the current situation in
the church:
“In today’s world we have shifted
away from finding God toward find
ing ourselves. Fondness for ourselves
has become the highest virtue, and
self-hatred the greatest sin.
“It all began innocently enough.
The church became aware o f the ter
rible pain o f its people, a pain that
darkened their souls like a thick fog,
keeping out the bright and joyful
warmth o f knowing Christ. The
church had to face the uncom fort
able fact that the followers o f Christ,
who o f all people on earth should be

The Higher Values
Crabb continues by suggesting
that “helping people feel loved and
worthwhile has becom e the central
mission o f the church. We are learn
ing not to worship G od in self-denial
and costly service, but to embrace
our inner child, heal our memories,
overcom e addictions, lift our
depressions, im prove our selfimages, establish self-preserving
boundaries, substitute self-love for
self-hatred, and replace shame with
an affirming acceptance o f who we
are.
“Recovery from pain is absorbing
an increasing share o f the church’s
energy. And that is alarming.
Although the gospel does bless us
with a new identity that was meant
to be enjoyed, it calls us to higher
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values than self-acceptance, values
like turning the other cheek, esteem
ing others as greater than ourselves,
going the second mile, enduring
rejection and persecution, living not
for the pleasures o f this life but for
those o f the next one, and clinging
to the promises o f G od when we
don ’t feel his goodness. But these
higher values, the kind that make
people o f whom the world is not
worthy (Heb. 11:38), have fallen on
hard times.
“We have becom e committed to
relieving the pain behind our prob
lems rather than using our pain to
wrestle more passionately with the
character and purposes o f God. Feel
ing better has become more important
than finding God. And worse, we
assume that people who find G od
always feel better.
“As a result, we happily camp on
biblical ideas that help us to feel
loved and accepted, and we pass over
Scripture that calls us to higher
ground. We twist wonderful truths
about G od’s acceptance, his redeem
ing love, and our new identity in
Christ into a basis for honoring our
selves rather than seeing those truths
for what they are: the stunning reve
lation o f a G od gracious enough to
love people who hated him, a G od
worthy to be honored above every
one and everything else” (pp. 17, 18)
As I read on, I found myself con
victed that I often relate to G od on
the wrong basis. Crabb’s book hit me

hard. His analysis o f the genuine
relationship with Christ was instruc
tive:
“He [God] invited us to enter
into a relationship with him on his
terms. He invites us to join him in
achieving his great purpose: the
overthrowing o f evil and the bring
ing together o f all things in Christ.
He invites us, in short, to find HIM.
And he lets us know that in the
process o f finding him, w e’ll find
ourselves... Until the reality o f G od
crowds out every other reality, until
we are moved to know him with a
passion that we feel nowhere else, we
will not use the struggles o f life as an
impetus to find God. Until our pas
sion for finding G od is deeper than
any other passion, we will arrange
life according to OUR taste, not
G od’s” (pp. 19, 20).
Let’s face it: Crabb is describing
an experience m ost o f us could, with
G od’s approval, covet. As I read, I
heard G od calling me to really find
Him and surrender unconditionally
to His ways. Whatever your anniver
sary with Christ, if you sometimes
feel you are groping in the dark for
som ething more, this b o o k may
help. On this 10th anniversary o f
ATS, I hunger for a deeper relation
ship with G od as the result o f
Crabb’s book.

Larry Crabb, Jr., Finding God, Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1993.
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